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Examiner. Withdrawal of all rejections and reconsideration of tbe amended claims is 
requested. An early allowance is earnestly sought. 
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APPENDIX 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 1-7, 12, 14 and 20 and insert the following new claims; 
21 - (new) A method for generating a hepatic c ell culture comtJrising: 

co-culturing heoatocvtes and nonparenchvmal ce lls derived from 
disa gpregated liver tissue, in the presence of 

(r\ one or more growth factors tha t support the growth of 
hepatocytes and 

(h) a matrix wherein said matrix is a bead coated with at least one 
biolo picall V active molecule that p romotes cell adhesion 

under conditions sufficient to allow fo r the nroliferarion of said hepatocytes while 

Tfttainin^ hepatic function of said hepatocytes. 

I . 

22, (new^ A method for generating a hepati c cell culture comprising: 
estahUshed hepatic cell lines comprising hep atocytes ;md non- 



parenchvmal cells, in the presence of 

one or more growth factors that suppor t the erovrth of 



hepatocytes and j 

(V) a matrix wherein said matrix is a bead coated with at least one_ 

I 

bioloeicallv active molecule that promotes c ell adhesion 
under condi t^nns diffi dent to allow for the proliferation of sai d hepatocytes while 
rfltaiTitn pr hepatic function of said heoatocvtes. 
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T\ (new) The method of claim 2 1 or 22 wherem the matrix is in the form of 
tK3lvst\Tene beads, 

24. faew^ The method of claim 21 or 22 wherein the matrix is coated with an 
extracelluar matrix proteiii. 

(new^ The method of claim 21 or 22 wher ein the matrix is coated with typej 

collagen. 

26. (new) The me thnH nf riatm, 21 or 22 wherein the grow th factor is epidennal 
growth factor, 

27, rnew^ The method of claim 21 or 22 wherein the grow th factor is hcoatocvte 
growth factor. , 



cells, derived using a 



28. (new) A ponulation of hepatocvtes and nonp arenchvmal 

method comprising: j 

co-culturing henatocvtes and nonparenchvm al cells derived from 
disaggregated liver tissue, in the presence of ! 

f a^ one or more growth factors that suppor t the growth of 

hepatocvtes and 



(ti) a matrix wherein said matrix is a bead coate d with at least one 

hiologicaUv active molecule that promotes ce U adhesion 
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under conditions sufficient to allow for the p rQliferation of said hepatocvtes while 
retaining bg^atic function of sai d hepatocvtes. 

fnew^ A population of hepatocvtes and n oTiparenchvnial cells, derived from a 

method comprising: 

co-culturin p; established hepatic cell lines compri sing hepatocvtes and 

nfin- parenchvmal cells, in the presence of 

(a^ one or more prowth factors that support th e growth of 
hepatoqvtes and 

fb) a matrix wherein said matrix is a bead coated w ith at least one 
hiologicallv active molecule that promotes cell adhesion 

under conditions sufficient to allow for the nroUferat ion of said hepatocvtes while 

retaining hepatic fiinctioD of said he oatocvtes.- 
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